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North Country Alliance Local Development Corporation
Education and Outreach Committee 
January 25, 2019
Minutes

The North Country Alliance Local Development Corporation held a meeting of the Education and Outreach Committee on Friday, January 25, 2019 at 10:00 AM via conference call.

Present:  Michelle Capone, Carol Calabrese, Rob Aiken, Eric Virkler, Garry Douglas, Leigh Rodriguez, Patrick Kelly, Joe Russo, Dave Zembiec

The meeting began at 10:00 AM.

M. Capone presented and reviewed the 2018 NCA Education and Outreach Victories report.  M. Capone asked the group to review the report and provide any comments or feedback to her.

M. Capone opened up discussion on the 2019 Agenda asking for direction on how the committee would like to see the Agenda structured this year.  

G. Douglas stated that with the changes to the Assembly and Senate we are working in a new environment.  The committee should consider focusing on up to 4 primary issues of significant concern to the region rather than supporting items that are already in the budget.

[bookmark: _GoBack]J. Russo mentioned that the prevailing wage discussion would have a significant impact on upstate.  G. Douglas agreed.  There was significant discussion regarding the impacts requiring prevailing wages on all state and municipal projects would have on community and economic development across the region.  The state funds are typically the last piece required in making a project move forward.  By requiring prevailing wages, this will increase the costs of these projects making some prohibitive.  The types of projects would include small businesses, healthcare, educational, and libraries to name a few.

G. Douglas also noted that the current reauthorization of the MWBE requirements could have a very significant negative impact on the region.  Already, there are not sufficient MWBE firms in the North Country to meet the state’s goals. By extending these goals and the program, it would have a detrimental impact on economic and community development in the North Country.

The committee agreed that we would reach out to our elected officials and share the final form of the agenda with them.  More importantly, we felt that we needed to share the agenda with trade councils like Unshackle NY, EDC, Business Council, and the Associated Builder’s Exchange.  An organized and louder voice might be heard.  

G. Douglas also asked if the NCA would support Congresswoman Stefanik’s efforts in advancing NAFTA in the current year.  The committee agreed that a resolution should be introduced at the next NCA meeting in support of her efforts.  M. Capone stated that she would draft this.

M. Capone will draft the Agenda for comments from the committee.

The next meeting of the Education and Outreach Committee is scheduled for Friday, February 1, 2019 at 1 PM via conference call.  The meeting adjourned at 10:31 AM.
